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Facing the Elephant in the Room: Review of the Tang Ching-Hua’s Case
from the Perspectives of the ICCPR

Tzu-Wei Lin *
Abstract

This paper examines the Tang Ching-Hua’s case from the perspectives of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and finds that the previous trial judgments in
the case include: the death penalty for crimes that are not the most serious, the role of mental
disorder factors not being properly considered, failure to investigate the reasons for the death
penalty and the unlawful detention are all violations of the ICCPR. The violation of the
ICCPR in Tang’s case is like something as obvious as “an elephant in the room”. This paper
analyzes and points out these “elephants” common in handling death penalty cases from a
theoretical point of view, and puts forward relevant suggestions. The author hopes that the
judicial authority should correctly understand and take seriously the ICCPR issues of relevant

cases 1in the future.
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